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Number  3. 


Coffee  Tokens  of  Ceylon. 


Mementoes  of  a once  flourishing  industry  on  the  island  of 
Ceylon,  the  tokens  issued  by  the  proprietors  of  coffee  mills  are 
about  all  that  is  left  to  recall  the  days  when  Colombo  was  the  cen- 
tre of  a prosperous  business  that  has  all  but  disappeared.  Tea 
planting  has  replaced  coffee  cultivation  and  the  mills  have  either 
been  pulled  down  or  converted  to  other  uses  since  the  collapse  of 
the  coffee  industry  in  the  eighties. 

These  tokens  comprise  a considerable  series  that  is  little 
known  to  collectors  in  the  United  States.  In  1895,  B.  Lowsley 
published  a paper  in  the  Numismatic  Chronicle  on  the  “Coins  and 
Tokens  of  Ceylon”,  based  on  his  research  during  residence  on  the 
island.  This  paper  is  very  complete  as  to  the  coffee  tokens,  only 
a few  varieties  having  come  to  the  writer’s  notice  that  are  not  in- 
cluded. A large  part  of  the  information  herein  published  comes 
from  this  paper  to  which  persons  desiring  a more  extensive  treat- 
ment are  referred. 

The  tokens  were  issued  to  workers,  mostly  women,  and  repre- 
sented the  value  of  the  work  involved  in  picking  a definite  quantity 
of  coffee.  They  were  turned  in  for  redemption  in  currency,  usual- 
ly at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  usual  rate  was  4.id.  or  about  18  or 
19  cents  for  picking  half  a hundred-weight  of  clean  coffee.  In  1870 
the  regular  coinage  of  Ceylon  began  to  supersede  the  tokens  which 
the  coffee  industy  had  issued  largely  because  of  the  scarcity  of 
native  small  coins. 

Throughout  the  present  listing  the  Lowsley  numbers  have 
been  retained.  Varieties  not  included  in  the  previous  paper  have 
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been  assigned  sub-numbers.  The  descriptions  are  either  those  of 

Lowsley  or  from  specimens  in  the  writer’s  collection. 

O.  A.  A.  with  a line  beneath;  the  whole  within  a dotted 
circle. 

R.  3 ANNAS  in  two  lines,  dash  between;  the  whole  within 
a dotted  circle. 

Copper  token  a little  larger  than  a farthing.  It  is  the  only 
token  from  Ceylon  inscribed  with  Indian  currency.  The  name 
of  the  firm  that  struck  them  is  not  known. 

2.  O.  A & B.  SCOTT  & CO.  COLOMBO.  A stag’s  head  eras- 

ed above  a scroll. 

R.  COFFEE  STORE  1859.  An  elephant  standing  on  a 
scroll. 

Brass  token  struck  for  Borella  Mills  which  were  pulled  down 
in  1883.  They  represented  6d.  before  the  change  in  currency 
in  1870  and  afterwards  25  cents.  These  were  taken  over  by 
the  following  firm  wiiich  bought  the  business  in  1871. 

3.  O.  ALSTONS,  SCOTT  & CO.  COLUMBO;  a long  orna- 

mental scroll  in  centre. 

R.  Blank. 

Lead  token,  elliptical  in  shape,  struck  for  Hunupitiya  Mills 
about  1848.  They  were  used  concurrently  with  No.  2 after  the 
purchase  of  that  property. 

3a.  Similar  to  last  but  a floral  ornament  instead  of  a scroll. 

4.  O.  G.  B. 

R.  Blank. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a penny,  probably  issued  by 
some  firm  in  Kandy  as  Lowsley  found  none  at  any  other  place 
in  Ceylon. 

5.  O.  C.  P.  C.  within  a beaded  circle. 

R.  Blank;  beaded  circle  around. 

Copper  token  somewhat  larger  than  a farthing  of  unknown 
issue. 

0.  O.  CAREY  STRACHAN  & CO  * COLOMBO  * around; 
UNION  MILLS  in  centre. 

R.  1. 
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Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a bronze  penny.  These  were 
struck  in  England  about  1878  and  represented  17  cents  each. 

7.  O.  COLPETTY  MILLS  in  two  lines  within  a beaded  circle. 

R.  LEE,  HEDGES  & CO  1867.  A tea-plant. 

Copper  token  about  as  large  as  a half-penny. 

8.  O.  D E M A TT A GOl) D E • MILLS  ; a foliate  star  within  a 

wreath  of  tea  leaves. 

It.  Similar  to  No.  7 but  date  1876. 

Yellow  brass  token  nearly  as  large  as  a penny  struck  from 
dies  designed  in  England. 

9.  O.’  G.  & D.  with  a numeral  beneath. 

R.  Blank. 

Rather  poorly  struck  token  somewhat  larger  than  a farthing 
probably  issued  by  some  firm  in  Colombo. 

10.  O.  D.  Y.  G.  between  two  lines  and  within  a beaded  circle. 

R.  4 £ d.  within  a beaded  circle. 

Ornamental  piece  somewhat  smaller  than  a half-penny,  pro- 
bably struck  in  England.  Issued  by  I).  V.  Gunartne ; a native 
coffee  dealer  of  Dam  Street,  Colombo;  about  I860. 

11.  O.  J.  P.  G.  within  a beaded  circle. 

R.  4 £ d.  within  a beaded  circle. 

Copper  token  similar  in  design  to  No.  10  issued  in  1858  by 
Messrs.  J.  P.  Green  and  Co.,  of  Colpetty  Mills,  Colombo; 
struck  in  England. 

12.  O.  COLOMBO  * ; J P J within  inner  linear  circle;  the 

whole  within  two  circles,  the  outer  one  beaded. 

R.  CENTS  * ; 19  within  inner  linear  circle;  the  whole  with- 
in two  circles  as  on  the  obverse. 

Copper  token  somewhat  smaller  than  a half-penny,  struck  in 
England,  issued  in  1876  by  James  Perera  Jayatilleka;  a coffee 
dealer  with  a store  in  Dam  Street,  Colombo;  who  retired  in 
1880. 

13.  O.  K.  I).  & Co.  in  a monogram  within  a beaded  circle. 

R.  An  elephant  within  a beaded  circle. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a half-penny  issued  by  Kier,- 
Dundas  and  Co.  for  St.  Sebastian  Mills,  Colombo.  It  is  bored 
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for  suspension.  This  token  and  the  two  following  were  struck 
in  London  in  1866  from  designs  by  Captain  C.  E.  H.  Symons, 
late  R.  A. 

14.  O.  Same  as  No.  13. 

R.  A ship  in  full  sail,  to  left,  witliiu  a beaded  circle. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a half-penny  issued  by  Kier, 
Dundas  and  Co,  for  Smallpass  Mills,  Colombo.  The  writer’s 
specimen  is  not  bored  for  suspension.  Lowsley  does  not  men- 
tion a hole  for  this  piece  but  does  for  Nos.  13  and  15. 

15.  O.  Same  as  No.  13. 

R.  A tortoise  within  a beaded  circle. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a half-penny  issued  for  Up- 
lands Mills,  Mutwall,  Colombo,  where  the  celebrated  tortoise 
is  said  to  have  been  for  some  centuries.  The  grounds  are 
known  to  the  natives  as  ‘-Arina  Tortuni”  or  Tortoise  Gardens. 

L 

16.  O.  A (number) 

9 

R.  Blank. 

Extremely  thin  tin  token  about  the  size  of  a penny,  struck 
for  Hultsdorf  Mills,  Colombo,  and  in  use  from  1855  to  1872. 
Each  represented  9d.  or  the  price  for  picking  a hundredweight 
of  coffee.  The  number  stamped  on  the  piece  was  a check 
against  fraud.  There  is  usually,  but  not  always,  a rough  hole. 

17.  O.  HULTSDORF  MILLS  COLOMBO  CEYLON  ; a native 

boat  with  outrigger  in  full  sail. 

R.  G.  W.  & L.  in  an  ornamental  monogram. 

Token  in  red  vulcanite,  made  in  England  and  issued  in  1872, 
These  represented  25  cents,  a much  reduced  rate  for  picking  a 
hundredweight  of  coffee.  They  were  discontinued  in  1891. 

17a.  Same  as  last  but  made  in  black  vulcanite. 

18.  O.  M.  M. 

R.  A wheel. 

Roughly  struck  thin  token,  about  the  size  of  a bronze  penny, 
said  to  have  been  issued  by  MacLachlan,  Mackenzie  and  Co., 
of  Colombo,  who  became  insolvent  in  1870. 

19.  O.  S & Co.  between  floral  ornaments. 
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R.  AMBEWATTE  MILLS  1877. 

Copper  token  issued  by  Sabonadiere  and  Co.  Prior  to  1877 
this  firm  used  paper  chits.  This  token  and  the  next  were  de- 
signed by  Mr.  F.  R.  Sabonadiere  and  struck  at  Birmingham. 
They  went  out  of  use  during  the  coffee  crisis  of  1884. 

20.  O.  Same  as  No.  19. 

R.  MADDEMA  MILLS  1877. 

White  metal  token  issued  by  Sabonadiere  and  Co.  and  in  use 
until  1884. 

21.  O.  J.  M.  ROBERTSON  & Co.  COLOMBO  ; hole  bored  in 

the  centre  for  suspension,  and  letters  O Y and  O Y placed 
crosswise  around  the  hole. 

R.  A broad  belt  of  elaborate  scroll-work  between  beaded 
circles, 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a bronze  penny,  made  in  Eng- 
land and  issued  for  Oil  Yard  Mills,  Slave  Island,  Colombo 
about  18C>8.  They  went  out  of  use  as  soon  as  the  copper  Cey- 
lon coinage  of  1870  was  well  established. 

22.  O.  Similar  to  No.  21  but  letters  V M and  V M crosswise 

around  the  hole. 

R.  Same  as  No.  21. 

Issued  about  1808  for  Vauxhall  Mills,  Slave  Island,  Colom- 
bo, and  discontinued  in  1870. 

2o.  O.  I).  P.  P.  & Co.  between  two  lines  with  a dot  in  the  cen- 
tre of  each  line. 

R.  19  CENTS  with  a line  beneath. 

Well-struck  token  somewhat  smaller  than  a bronze  penny, 

issued,  perhaps,  by  the  firm  of  David  Perera  Perera. 

24.  O.  G.  R.  P.  & Co.  between  two  lines  with  a dot  in  the  cen- 

tre of  each  line. 

R.  4 

Well-struck  copper  token  with  beaded  circles  at  the  margin 
of  each  side,  probably  issued  by  some  firm  in  Colombo  prior 
to  1870. 

25.  O.  COFFEE  PICKER’S  CHIT  over  bust  to  left,  uncrowned, 

of  Queen  Victoria. 
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R.  PILO  FERNANDO  COLOMBO,  4 ^ d in  centre. 

I his  round  copper  token,  Atkins  No.  99,  was  probably  made 
in  England  and  issued  prior  to  1870. 

26.  O.  COt  t EE  PICKER’S  CHIT  over  bust  to  left,  uncrown- 

ed, of  Queen  Victoria. 

R-  PILO  FERNANDO  COLOMBO,  2 ^ d in  centre. 

This  copper  token,  oblong  in  shape,  Atkins  No.  100,  was 
valued  at  half  of  No.  25  and  not  at  2£d.  as  given  by  Atkins. 

27.  O.  POLWATTY  MILLS  in  two  lines. 

R.  Blank. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a penny,  but  not  so  thick,  is- 
sued in  1842  for  l’ol watte  Mills.  These  mills  were  demolished 
in  1886  and  the  tokens  were  transferred  to  Cotancliena  Mills. 

27a.  Same  as  last  but  made  in  pewter. 

28.  O.  CEYLON  COMPANY  LIMITED,  an  elephant  within  a 

circle. 

R.  St.  SEBASTIAN  MILLS,  A within  a circle. 

Atkins  No.  98.  This  copper  token  and  the  next  two  were 
struck  in  London  about  1866.  Atkins  says  that  they  may  have 
have  been  intended  for  farthing,  half-penny  and  penny.  This 
is  incorrect  as  they  represented  the  value  of  definite  amounts 
of  coffee  picked.  This,  the  smallest  one,  represented  2jd.  for 
quarter-hundredweight. 

29.  O.  Same  as  No.  28. 

R.  Sr.  SEBASTIAN  MILLS,  B within  a circle. 

Atkins  No.  97.  Double  the  weight  of  token  A and  repre- 
sents 4£d.  for  picking  half  a hundredweight  of  coffee. 

30.  O.  Same  as  No.  28. 

R.  St.  SEBASTIAN  MILLS.  C within  a circle. 

Atkins  No.  96.  C is  nearly  four  times  as  large  as  token  A 
and  represents  9d.  for  picking  a hundredweight  of  coffee. 

31.  O.  C.  S.  & Co.  within  a beaded  circle. 

R.  GALLE  within  a beaded  circle. 

Copper  token,  somewhat  larger  than  a farthing,  struck  in 
England  and  issued  by  C.  Shand  and  Co. 

O.  THE  COLOMBO  COMMERCIAL  Co.  LIMITED  1876, 
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a tea  plant 

R.  SLAVE  ISLAND  MILLS,  an  orange  within  a wreath  of 
orange  leaves. 

Penny-size  copper  token  struck  in  England  from  a design 
made  in  the  Ceylon  office  of  the  firm.  There  were  only  500 
struck. 

O.  COLOMBO  TATHAM  & Co.  CEYLON,  in  three  lines 
with  ornamental  scrolls  between  the  lines. 

R.  SUDDUWELLE  MILLS  in  two  lines  between  ornament- 
al scrolls. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a bronze  penny. 

O.  MARANDHAN  STORE,  COLOMBO,  CEYLON ; a mill 
building  with  JAS  SWAN  & CO.  above  and  date,  1856, 
below. 

R.  Precisely  similar  to  obverse. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a bronze  penny,  of  unknown 
issue.  Lowsley  comments,  “I  can  get  no  particulars  regard- 
ing it,  nor  have  I ever  found  a second  specimen.” 

O.  GEORGE  STEUART  & Co.  * CEYLON  * around  four 
circles,  1848  within  inner  circle. 

R.  WEKANDE  MILLS,  with  Singalese  characters  around 
two  circles;  two  women  at  work  within. 

Copper  token  about  the  size  of  a penny,  designed  by  Charles 
Hendry,  manager  of  the  mills.  Although  dated  1843,  this  to- 
ken was  not  issued  until  1H81  when  all  the  countermarked  coins 
then  in  use  were  called  in.  (See  No.  36.) 

Various  copper  coins  current  in  Ceylon,  countermarked 

G.  S.  & Co.  usually  on  both  sides  but  occasionally  on  one 

side  only. 

In  1843,  George  Steuart  and  Co.  having  no  tokens  counter- 
marked  a variety  of  copper  coin.  Lowsley  reports  specimens 
as  follows  : 1-48  rix  dollar  of  1802  ; one-stiver  of  1815;  half- 
pennies of  1826,  1827,  1845,  1846,  1851,  1852,  1855,  1856,  1858, 
and  1859;  half-farthings  of  1828,  1830,  1837,  1839,  1842,  1843, 
1844,  1847,  1849,  1851,  1852,  1853.  1854,  and  1856. 

The  value  assigned  to  the  lialf-farthings  was  4£d.  and  to  the 
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other  pieces  was  fid.  No  other  firm  adopted  countermarking 
to  the  extent  of  Messrs.  Steuart. 

37.  0.  * VOLK  ART  BROTHERS  * above,  ornament  below, 

GRANDPASS  in  centre ; neatly  cut  hole  for  suspension 
with  a circle  around  it. 

R.  Blank. 

Large  circular  copper  token,  very  thin,  about  two  inches  in 
diameter.  It  was  struck  at  Winterthur,  Switzerland  about 
1872  and  was  valued  at  18 J cents. 

37a.  Same  as  last  but  made  in  pewter. 

38.  O.  * VOLK  ART  BROTHERS  * above,  ornament  below, 

MARADANA  MILLS  in  centre  ; neatly  cut  hole  for  sus- 
pension with  a circle  around  it. 

R.  Blank. 

This  token  is  like  No.  37  but  of  brass  and  much  thicker.  It 
was  also  struck  in  Switzerland. 

39.  O.  M.  W.  & Co.  within  a beaded  margin. 

R.  4 ) r>.  within  a beaded  margin. 

Copper  token  somewhat  larger  than  a half-penny,  struck  in 
England  and  issued  by  the  firm  of  Mathes,  Williams  and  Co. 
about  18fi8  for  their  mills  which  were  in  Dam  Street,  Colombo. 

41.  O.  G.  W.  & Co.  in  ornamental  monogram  within  beaded 

margin. 

R.  M in  ornamental  work. 

This  token  and  the  next  were  struck  in  England  in  copper 
and  issued  about  18fifi  by  the  firm  of  George  Wall  and  Co. 
This  one,  somewhat  larger  than  a half-penny,  was  valued  at 
12.)  cents. 

42.  O.  Same  as  No.  41. 

R.  Blank. 

Copper  token  somewhat  smaller  than  a half-penny. 

This  token  completes  the  list  of  pieces  definitely  issued  by  the 

coffee  industry.  Lowsley  lists  four  additional  tokens  which  follow 

together  with  one  (No.  46)  listed  by  Atkins  for  Ceylon. 

40.  O.  J.  WALKER  & CO.  KANDY,  in  two  lines,  with  a number 
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on  each  token.  There  is  a hole  for  suspension. 

R.  Blank. 

Roughly  struck  brass  token  issued  by  this  firm  of  ironmon- 
gers and  machinists  to  indicate  payment  for  hours  of  labour. 

43.  0.  A capital  letter  or  two  capital  letters,  the  whole  alpha- 

bet being  employed,  with  a number. 

R.  Blank. 

Rough  elliptical  token  in  tin,  in  use  (1895)  at  the  Wellawata 
Spinning  and  Weaving  Mills. 

44.  Thick  2-stiver  piece  (marked  24)  of  1811  countermarked  on 
the  reverse  with  the  figure  4 and  the  same  in  Singalese.  The 
reverse  was  polished  before  countermarking  but  the  elephant 
and  the  date  of  the  obverse  were  not  interfered  with. 

45.  Similar  to  last  but  the  obverse  (elephant  side)  polished  and 
countermarked  with  the  figure  3 and  the  same  in  Singalese. 

This  and  the  preceding  token  were  doubtless  thus  countermark- 
ed to  give  higher  value  to  existing  copper  coins  at  the  time  when 
small  change  was  scarce. 

46.  Small  silver  fanam  piece  described  by  Atkins  as  his  No.  14. 

O.  A small  circle  in  centre  with  FANAM  around  it. 

R.  A similar  circle  with  TOKEN  around  it. 

This  token  is  about  8 mm.  in  diameter. 

— Sidney  K.  Eastwood. 
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Mr.  David  M.  Bullowa  has  sent  the  following  description  of  a 
piece  that  probably  belongs  in  the  Ceylon  coffee  token  series.  [Ed.] 

O.  COLOMBO  CEYLON,  in  the  center;  1860. 

R.  DARLEY,  BUTLER  & Co.  Bursting  sun  in  center. 


Coins  of  the  British  Pretenders. 


Virtually  every  European  monarchy  has  had  to  face,  from  time 
to  time,  the  claims  of  a pretender  who,  with  more  or  less  show  of 
right,  asserts  his  royal  pretensions  to  be  superior  to  those  of  the 
de  facto  reigning  sovereign.  Scarcely  a single  English  monarch 
but  has  had  either  to  ignore  or  suppress  such  pretenders.  In  some 
instances  the  pretender  has  by  force  or  otherwise  succeeded  in  es- 
tablishing his  claim,  and  has  been  recognized  king  in  fact;  most  of 
the  others  have  left  no  numismatic  relics.  Neither  of  these  groups 
falls  within  the  scope  of  the  present  paper,  which  concerns  itself 
with  the  coins  of  three  pretenders,  and  the  touch-pieces  of  two 
others.  While  nearly  all  of  these  pieces  are  of  considerable  rarity, 
discussion  of  them  and  the  circumstances  of  their  issue  will  serve 
as  a footnote  to  the  regal  series. 

I.  The  Empress  Matilda.  1102-11(14. 

The  daughter  of  Henry  I of  England,  Matilda,  married  Henry  V 
of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  in  1114  when  she  was  a child  of  twelve. 
Upon  her  husband’s  death  in  1125,  she  returned  to  England  where 
her  father  recognized  her  as  his  heir,  since  both  of  her  legitimate 
brothers  were  dead.  The  Great  Council  of  England  was  much  op- 
posed to  a woman  sovereign,  and  this  opposition  was  increased  by 
Matilda’s  marriage  four  years  later  to  Geoffrey  Plantagenet,  and  by 
the  birth  of  her  son,  Henry,  in  1133.  When  Henry  I died  in  1135, 
the  Council  recognized  his  nephew,  Stephen  of  Blois,  who  had 
usurped  the  crown. 

Matilda  and  Geoffrey  at  once  tried  to  seize  Normandy,  and  she 
was  readily  persuaded  by  her  half-brother,  Earl  Robert  of  Glouces- 
ter, to  raise  her  standard  in  the  west  of  England.  A long  but 
sporadic  campaign  followed,  culminating  in  Stephen’s  capture  at 
Lincoln  in  1141.  Matilda  was  acclaimed  queen,  and  was  actually 
crowned  in  London,  but  within  six  months  her  arrogance  had  alien- 
ated her  supporters  in  London  and  among  the  clergy.  The  civil 
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wars  again  broke  out.  and  following  the  rout  of  her  forces  at  Win- 
chester, Matilda  was  compelled  to  release  Stephen  in  exchange  for 
Robert,  who  also  had  been  taken.  From  this  point  the  Empress’ 
cause  declined  steadily  and  was  virtually  lost  when  Earl  Robert 
died  in  1H8.  She  returned  to  Normandy  which  Geoffrey  now  held. 
The  struggle  continued,  however,  until  the  King  recognized  her 
son  as  his  heir,  in  place  of  his  own  son  Eustace.  On  Stephen’s 
death  in  1154,  Matilda’s  child  was  crowned  Henry  II,  but  the  Em- 
. press  did  not  return  to  England. 

Contemporary  records  give  the  Empress’  name  as  Matildis ; she 
seems  to  have  used  the  titles  empress  (imperatrix),  queen  (regina), 
and  lady  (domina)  without  discrimination.  Stephen’s  adherents 
called  her  The  Countess  (comtissa),  her  title  as  Geoffrey’s  wife. 
The  civil  wars  of  the  period  saw  coins  issued  by  Earl  Robert,  Eu- 
stace, and  other  supporters  of  both  parties,  but  all  were  issued  in 
support  of  either  the  King  or  Empress,  and  carry  no  regal  preten- 
sion by  the  issuer.  The  pennies  attributed  to  Queen  Matilda  were 
probably  struck  by  Stephen’s  consort,  whose  name  was  the  same 
as  his  great  opponent’s.  Certain  rare  pennies,  showing  two  figures 
holding  a standard  between  them,  are  referred  to  as  issued  b}r  Ste- 
phen and  Matilda.  It  seems  unlikely  that,  as  certain  authorities 
contend,  these  two  enemies  would  thus  recognize  each  other’s 
claims,  even  during  one  of  their  frequent  truces:  the  figures  must 
represent  Stephen  and  his  Queen.  The  Empress  Matilda’s  coins 
are  all  silver  pennies,  of  which  the  following  list  indicates  most  if 
not  all  the  known  varieties. 

1.  O.  Crowned  bust  to  right,  sceptre  before  face.  IMPERATR. 

R.  A cross  moline,  the  ends  turned  in  to  form  a tressure. 

TVR(chil)  I)E  B(rist). 

Struck  at  Bristol,  one  of  Matilda’s  strongholds.  Hawkins  type 
I.  The  type  of  this  and  the  following  piece  is  the  same  as  the 
first  type  of  Stephen. 

2.  Similar  to  last  but  moneyer  is  Farden  at  Bristol.  Brooke. 

3.  Similar  to  No.  1,  but  moneyer  is  Gurdan  at  Bristol.  Brooke. 
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4.  Similar  to  No.  1,  but  moneyer  is  Raul  at  Wareham.  Brooke. 

5.  O.  Similar  to  No.  1.  MA(t)ILDI(s)  : IM(peratrix) 

R.  Similar  to  No.  1.  RA  . . . . F DE  . 1VNC. 

Uncertain  mint.  Hawkins  type  2. 

6.  O.  Same  as  No.  5. 

R.  Similar  to  No.  1.  SVE(tig)  : ON  : OX  : 

Struck  at  Oxford,  where  Matilda  resided  for  a time  in  1141. 
Hawkins  type  2. 

7.  O.  Similar  to  No.  1,  but  a different  portrait.  ILDICOI. 
Hawkins  reads  this  legend  as  [Mat]ILBI[s]  C()|_mitissa] 

I(mperatrix). 

R.  Similar  to  No.  1.  ALLRED  ....  VI). 

Struck  at  Sudbury  or  Southwark.  Hawkins  type  3 

8.  Brooke  gives  the  obverse  legend  as  MATILDI  IMP,  but  does 
not  state  with  which  reverse  it  appears. 

9.  O.  As  No.  1.  IMPERA (trix). 

R.  As  No.  1.  RODBERI):  ON:  (Glo)V  : 

Struck  at  Gloucester.  Drabble,  Lot  735,  where  it  is  described 
as  extremely  tine,  unique,  and  unpublished. 

II.  Perkin  Warbeck.  1474-1499. 

Perkin  Warbeck  was  the  son  of  Jelian  de  Warbecque,  a poor 
burgess  of  Tournai  in  Flanders,  and  was  born  about  1474.  He  was 
trained  in  Antwerp  as  a boy  servant,  and  in  this  capacity  was  taken 
to  Holland,  Portugal,  and  Ireland.  At  the  time  of  Warbeck’s  first 
visit  to  Ireland,  Henry  VII  had  ended  the  Wars  of  the  Roses  and 
obtained  the  English  throne  by  his  defeat  of  Richard  III  and  by 
his  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  Edward  IV.  Despite  this  marriage, 
Yorkish  opposition  continued  under  the  leadership  of  Edward's  sis- 
ter Margaret,  dowager  Dutchess  of  Burgundy,  who  was  in  exile  in 
Flanders.  Ireland  was  a centre  of  Yorkish  support,  and  young 
Warbeck  so  excited  attention  in  Cork  by  his  handsome  appearance 
in  silk  livery  that  rumor  soon  connected  him  with  various  person- 
ages, one  report  calling  him  a natural  son  of  Richard  III.  Although 
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the  boy  spoke  English  badly,  certain  Irish  nobles  pretended  to 
believe  these  stories  and  made  much  of  him. 

In  1492  Margaret  summoned  Warbeck  to  her  court,  and  there  the 
young  peasant  was  easily  persuaded  to  fall  in  with  Yorkist  plans. 
The  earlier  rumors  were  abandoned,  and  Warbeck  was  openly  de- 
clared to  be  Richard,  brother  of  Edward  Y (these  were  the  “boy 
princes”  who  were  murdered  in  the  Tower  by  Richard  III).  Al- 
though probably  not  deceived,  the  Kings  of  Scotland  and  France 
recognized  his  claims,  and  he  was  entertained  in  Vienna  as  the  true 
king  of  England.  The  British  government,  knowing  the  truth, 
tried  to  sieze  him. 

The  Emperor  Maximillian  gave  him  a little  aid,  and  he  tried  to 
invade  Kent  in  1493,  but  received  no  local  support,  and  -withdrew. 
After  a futile  attack  on  Waterford,  Ireland,  Warbeck  had  to  flee  to 
Scotland,  where  James  IV  received  him,  and  arranged  his  marriage 
to  the  daughter  of  a Scottish  earl.  Two  years  later  Warbeck  made 
another  futile  invasion  of  the  north  of  England. 

In  the  fall  of  1495  the  pretender  made  a landing  in  England,  near 
Land’s  End,  and  with  a crowd  of  country  people  set  out  for  Exeter. 
On  the  approach  of  the  royal  troops,  he  deserted  his  followers  and 
first  sought  sanctuary  at  Beaulieu,  then  surrendered.  He  was  im- 
prisoned in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  twice  in  1498  was  compelled 
to  make  public  confessions.  In  the  following  year  Warbeck  was 
persuaded  to  join  the  Earl  of  Warwick  in  an  attempted  escape,  but 
both  were  caught  and  hauged. 

The  silver  groats  attributed  to  Perkin  Warbeck  were  probably 
struck  in  Flanders  by  Margaret  of  Burgundy. 

10.  O.  Crowned  shield  of  the  royal  arms,  a lys  at  left,  a rose  at 
right,  both  crowned.  DOM  IN  E • SALVVM  • FAC  • REGEM 
R.  A lys,  a lion,  and  a rose,  each  crowned.  MANI  • TECKEL 
• PFIARES  • 1494 

Initial  mark  on  each  side,  a lion.  Crowther. 

III.  James  III  and  VIII.  1688-1733. 

James  Francis  Edward  Stuart,  son  of  James  II,  was  born  in 
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London,  June  10,  1688.  His  birtli  seemed  likely  to  insure  a Catho- 
lic succession,  and  was  thus  one  of  the  immediate  reasons  prompt- 
ing the  invitation  to  William  of  Orange  to  sieze  the  throne.  Sent 
to  France  shortly  before  his  father  was  deposed,  James  grew  up  in 
the  exiled  court  at  St.  Germaine,  and  upon  his  father’s  death  in 
1701  was  proclaimed  King  of  England  and  Scotland  by  Louis  XIV. 
Henceforth  he  was  known  to  his  adherents  as  James  III  of  England 
and  VIII  of  Scotland,  while  the  Hanoverian  party  called  him  “The 
Old  Pretender”. 

Even  at  the  accession  of  James’  half-sister  Anne  there  remained 
an  influential  Jacobite  party  in  Britain,  but  a Jabobite  expedition 
to  Scotland  failed  in  1708.  James  himself  went  to  Scotland  to  lead 
a formidable  rising  in  1715  (known  as  “The  Fifteen”),  but  his 
forces  were  crushed  before  he  arrived,  and  after  some  two  months 
he  was  forced  to  return  to  France.  In  1719  a Spanish  expedition 
in  James’  behalf  was  destroyed  by  storm  without  having  reached 
Scotland. 

In  the  latter  year,  James  married  a Polish  princess,  and  went  to 
reside  in  Rome,  where  his  two  sons  were  born.  In  1725,  the  Pre- 
tender and  his  wife  separated,  and  although  reconciled  ten  years 
later,  she  died  shortly  thereafter.  This  loss  so  affected  James  that 
Stuart  supporters  placed  their  hopes  in  the  two  young  princes. 
The  defeat  of  Culloden,  in  1745,  put  an  end  to  the  Stuart  cause, 
and  tins,  coupled  with  Prince  Henry’s  entrance  into  religious  or- 
ders, embittered  James’  last  years.  Most  of  his  time  was  now 
spent  in  religious  exercises,  and  he  became  a cij  hor  in  British 
politics.  Although  his  death  in  1766  passed  almost  unnoticed  in 
England,  he  was  buried,  by  Papal  order,  in  St.  Peter's. 

Of  the  following  coins  bearing  James’  name  and  portrait,  only 
the  first  is  contemporary.  The  others  were  struck  in  1828  by  one 
Mathew'  Young,  who  obtained  the  original  dies  from  the  family  of 
Roettier,  the  designer.  After  striking  these  pieces,  Young  defac- 
ed the  dies  and  deposited  them  in  the  British  Museum. 
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11.  Silver  Crown. 

0.  Laureate  bust  of  James,  in  armour  and  mantle,  to  right, 
IACOBVS  • III  • DEI  • GRATIA  • 

R.  Crowned  oval  shield,  with  arms  quarterly  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland.  MAG  * BRIT  • FRAN  * ET  • 
HIB  • REX  • 1709 

The  specimen  in  the  British  Museum  is  unique.  Burns. 

12.  Crown. 

O.  BustasNo.il.  IACOBVS  * VIII  • DEI  • GRATIA  • 

R.  Crowned  square  shield,  arms  quarterly,  Scotland  in  1st 
and  4th,  France  and  England  quarterly  in  the  2nd,  Ireland  in 
3rd.  SCOT  • ANGL  • FRAN  • ET  • HIB  • REX  • 1716 

Young  struck  60  in  silver,  at  least  one  in  gold,  and  possibly 
others  in  white  metal  and  bronze.  Burns  1094. 

13.  Guinea. 

O.  Similar  to  No.  12. 

R.  Four  crowned  shields,  Scotland,  Ireland,  England,  France, 
arranged  crosswise,  a sceptre  in  each  angle,  a thistle  in  cen- 
tre. SCO  AN  * FRA  ET  • HIB  REX  • 1716 

Young  claimed  to  have  struck  20  in  silver  as  wrell  as  specimens 
in  gold  and  bronze,  but  it  appears  about  as  commonly  as  does 
No.  12.  Burns  1095. 

14.  Guinea  or  shilling. 

O.  Young  bust  of  James,  laureate,  in  armour  and  mantle,  to 
left.  IACOBVS  • TERTIVS  • 

R.  As  reverse  of  No.  13,  omitting  the  thistle  in  centre.  1716. 

Young  struck  20  in  silver,  and  a bronze  proof,  probably  unique, 
is  known.  It  is  likely  that  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  were 
not  meant  to  be  used  together.  Burns  1096. 

IV.  Late  Stuart  Touch-Pieces. 

From  very  early  times  it  was  C(  mmcnly  believed  in  France  and 
England  that  the  reigning  sovereign  could  cure  scrofula  (a  tuber- 
cular condition,  especially  of  the  bones  and  lymphatic  glands)  by 
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touching  the  victim  of  the  disease.  Every  monarch,  at  least  from 
Edward  III  on,  touched  for  The  King’s  Evil,  as  the  ailment  was 
called,  until  William  III  refused  to  countenance  the  custom.  Anne 
revived  the  practice,  but  George  I ended  it  by  refusing  to  touch. 

The  touching  was  a part  of  a religious  ceremony,  at  the  end  of 
which  the  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Purse  gave  to  each  person  touched  a 
coin  or  token  (originally  a gold  angel)  pierced  and  hung  on  a white 
ribbon,  to  be  worn  around  the  neck.  There  is  considerable  reason 
for  believing  that  the  angel  was  coined  solely  for  this  purpose 
long  after  its  usefulness  as  money  had  ceased.  When  Charles  I 
discontinued  the  issue  of  angels  in  1634,  tokens  or  medals  of  gold, 
silver,  and  base  metal  were  used  in  the  ceremony. 

James  II  continued  to  touch  after  he  was  deposed,  in  Ireland 
and  later  in  France.  The  practice  was  continued  by  his  son  as 
James  III,  and  by  his  grandsons.  The  pieces  are  mentioned  here, 
not  because  the  touch-pieces  were  actually  money,  but  rather  that 
they  were  tokens  for  the  gold  angel,  and  because  they  are  the  last 
numismatic  mementos  of  the  Stuarts.  All  are  silver. 

15.  O.  A three-masted  ship  under  full  sail,  to  right.  IAC  • III  * 

D * G * M • B • F • ET  • H • REX 
R.  St.  Michael  killing  the  dragon  with  a spear.  SOLI  • DEO 
GLORIA 

Issued  by  James  III  (The  Old  Pretender). 

16.  O.  As  No.  15.  CAR  * III  • D • G • M • B ‘ F • ET  • H • REX 
R.  As  No.  15. 

Issued  by  Charles  III,  son  of  the  Old  Pretender,  (Charles  Ed- 
ward Louis  Philip  Casimir  Stuart,  known  as  “The  Young  Preten- 
der”, “The  Young  Chevalier”,  and  “Bonnie  Prince  Charlie”). 
Born  in  Rome  in  1720,  this  prince  led  the  rebellion  of  1745  in 
which  Carlisle  was  taken,  and,  following  the  defeat  at  Culloden, 
was  a fugitive  in  Scotland.  He  became  estranged  from  his  fam- 
ily due  to  his  dissolute  life,  and  wandered  over  Europe,  often 
dissappearing  for  years  at  a time.  His  death  in  Prance  in  1788, 
in  poverty,  ended  his  obscure  later  years. 
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17.  O.  As  No.  15.  II  • IX  • D • G • M • B • F • ET  • H • R * C • 
EP • TVSC 

R.  As  No.  15. 

Issued  by  Henry  IX,  youngest  son  of  James  III  (Henry  Bene- 
dict Maria  Clement  Stuart,  usually  referred  to  as  Cardinal  York) 
He  was  preparing  a fleet  in  Flanders  to  assist  his  brother  when 
Charles  was  beaten  at  Culloden.  Thereafter,  against  his  father’s 
wishes,  he  entered  religious  orders  and  rose  to  be  Cardinal  Bish- 
op of  Tusculum  (Frascati),  which  title  he  adds  to  the  royal  titles 
on  his  touch-pieces.  One  of  Europe’s  wealthiest  churchmen  by 
his  revenues  from  holdings  in  Italy,  and  grants  by  the  Spanish 
king,  he  was  stripped  of  his  possessions,  by  the  French  invasion 
of  Italy  in  1798.  He  lived  in  Frascati  in  poverty  until  George 
III  of  England  made  him  an  annual  allowance  down  to  his  death 
in  1807. 

— William  W.  Woodside. 
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